~ WEDNESDAY

ODAY, Wednesday, the 3rd of

November at 5-30 p.m., Mr. B.
G. Kher, Premier of Bombay, has
consented to open the Ideal Home
Exhibition which iz run under the.
auspices of the Indian Institute of
Architects. For this occasion the
Town Hall, scene of so many exhi-
bitions in the past, is-once again

being put to good use in housing

something of which Bombay  will ‘

P. Kapadia, President
of the Indian Institute of
Architects.

Mr, P,

have every reason to be proud; the
first architectural’ exhibition éver
to be held in India.

Which is the type of home best
suited to India? How can beauty
and comfort best be blended in &
style at once satisfactory to phy-
sical needs and pleasing to the
eye? How can the housewife be
spared some of tho totally unneces-
sary drudgery known as ‘house
work' and devote her time to the
running  of an, ih évery way.
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'pleasa,nt and efficient home? What

has modern industry, in numerous
new and fascinating materials, to
contribute to the amenities of
house and home? And—of perhaps
more importance still—what are the
best types of plan and layout, how
can rooms be best arranged with
regard to  each other to form a
good design, and with due regard
to one’s already strained purse?
These and other questions of equal
importance to every householder
are being tackled by some of
India’s leading architects and firms,
and the public will have a welcome
occasion of judging  for themselves
of the extent of thelr success,

Its Importance

In an exhibition such as this
there 13 an underlying importance
which will not escape the shrewd;

there 18 something here which is of

vital  significance. Weo are not
speaking legally or politically, but
soclally; there is ho mere superfl-
cial difference here, but one which
affects the  very mode of life of
every householder in India, There
has long been an impaet between
the Western mode of life, Western
manufactures, Western mothods, and
the age-old established traditions
of & country which, while readily
aocepting renovation in history
when it was acceptable or neces
pary, has in essence maintained itg
own way of lfe, its social stability,
when empires elsewhere  weyd
crumbling end the very nature of
the rest of the globe was changing,
But olimatle oonditlons  cannot
change, not can & soelal system
alter, at the mere beckoning eof
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politicians and would-be reformers
—nor yet, in the face of probably
better conditions, of a better mode
of life, of an industrial (and there-
fore financial) revolution c¢an a
country remain completely undis-
turbed. What good is there in the
new, what of the old must be
kept, and how can one combine the
two to best advantage?  This is
the
India’s architects have
cerned.  Western thought, and
methods, and way of life: Indian
thought, and climate, and way of
life—here is a definite conflict, It
is too much to hope that India's
architects can syntﬁetize these two
in one happy stroke. This, which
has been occupylng the best minds
in literature and politics, in the
arts and in social conditions for
some three hundred years at least,
cannot: conceivably be resolved:. in
one mornent of happy inspiration,
A ‘“zenang” and & bathroom
with  chromium-plated hardware
cannot .be reconciled so easily, for
there lies a world of difference be-
tween them. So that if architects
whose business it is to follow and
even to lead the trend of sbcial in-
clination, tend to be too “zenana”
on the one hand with not a good
word to say for the new, or too
“bathroom” on the other, without
due regard for established customs,
that i3 to be expeoted. But archi.
tects, whatever their trend of
thought, have a message to impart:
and this they impart not in words,
not in litérature, not in pen énd
Ink, but in storie and concrete, in
design and plan. It is for us to ins
ferpYet thelr meanihg correetly.
We must net/ forget that when a

partieular way the _
whonm it is built act and respond to
it in one particular manner: change
-the home, change the manhér; Ahd
this could even be &xpanded. to:
dhatige the mannér, change the
pooial condition; ehanga the very
outlook the philosophy of -life—and
vite verdd, - -
- In mere words this may smaek
ot the platitudineds, but when. it
applies to a whole peopie, to. mil-
lions of living men and women,

j  there 18- something here Whose ifi-
j | torpretatton cannot esoape any but

the most superfivial, Or it may &t
firat wsight appear inconhgrois to
attéeh Buch importdnee to what 18,
|after all, 4 mers  exhibitioh of
'purely architectural intérest: . but
we must not forget that
‘member of the
exhibition of this sort that which
he brings to it in preliminary mehs
tal equipment. If, for instancs,
Mrs. X-—describes the “show” HB
containing “nothing els: except &
few bathrooms, my dear,” this may
be more a refledtion on Mrs. X—'8
mental equipmént than on the e¥-
hibition as she déscribes it,

Last-Minute Rush Job

Yet if we can be permitted some
criticism, there are definite sigiis
that the exhibition is something of
8 last=minute ¥ush job. There i
perhaps t66 muth eniphagls on “the
, fbdern room” without it8 necess
sary eorollary—=‘'adapted and suited
to Indian eonditions}” theére is &n
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kind of problem with which.
been con-

‘closest

each
public 8ees in ah

poom, or & home, i3 designed in u
oasupants for -

_—

evidence of too great a haste in
the erection of some of the exhi-
bits, and without too much regard
for quality; of too hasty ‘“plan-
ning,”  arrangement, and make-
shift on the part of ths manage-
ment  responsible., We mention
{hese points because, as members
of the public, we cannot but have
received the impression that an

exhibition run by “architects, design- |

ers and planners generally would
set. an example to the rest of
India on how an exhibition should
be managed. Yet, to be quite fair,
it should also he mentiBned that
such an exhibition.demands the
co-operation between the
management and the various firms

‘of exhibitors, of months of = preli-

minary work, of ‘“sifting .the evi-

: i -
The Hon'ble ' Mr. B. G. Khep,
Promier of Boinbay, who will
open Indla’s. first Ideal Home
. Exhibition, .

o e

dence” in a matter in the hizhest
dogree  eontroversial, - and  falrly
bristling with questions and ques-
tlonable points, If.the perféect exitis
bition on this matter has not been
fchieved ih one first attempt, this
is not to be wonderéd at. But we
have here a first-clusy = chafce to
judge of the attempt, i net of the
finighed produet. .
There hhve been some changes
in the original “planning 6f the
roomy . mnd spees &5 they are
tharked in the plan of the exhis
bition which 18  ineluded in this
supplemient. AH an instanes,: ‘that
which @appebis as & Billlard Reowm
it the pldn will, we understand, be
turnied inte & model Bedrooi; that
gpace Which 18 marked es- “a bus
of tramway sheiter” will be odeu-
pied by & modern Offee; the Spades
matked “kitehén, lobby, &nd bath-
robm” will Be oceupied by a Home
Library; the spade . markea “Film
Studio” will be divided inte two
vooims, che showihg & modern flm
getting and the other & historieal
otie; the reai verandah will be oe-
éupied, not with & Rewstaurant as
marked, but with an Information
Bureau for the benefit of the pub-

.

The following is a list of the firms
responsible for the furniture, fit«
gin.gs, etc., on view at the Exhibi«
10N ;==

STAND 1, CLOAK ROOM;—
Mody & Co.=Partitions, Ceiling
~and Ceunter of Ultra Boards.
Hastern Wateh  Co.—Electric
Clodk,
Acme Manutacturing Co., Ltd.w=
Fastenings.

STAND 2. STAIRCASE HALL:-
Bastern Electric Light & Power
Co., Ltd.—Lift and Electrie

Fittings. -

Raval & Co.—Marble Steps and
Floor.

Bhagwanday A, Bhawsar.—Furnls
ture, 4 '

STAND 8. DRAWING & DINING

ROOMS ;=

Army & Navy Stores, Ltd..—Fure
niture, Fittings, Furnishing,

Lights, etc¢., complete.
W. McFarlane & Co.—Painting,

STAND 4, KITCHEN :—

Bombay Electric Supply & Trams
ways Co., Ltd.—Cooker and Fits
tings.

Moderns, . =Furniture,
Draining Board.

Johnson ‘& Phillips.—Geyser.

New Era & Co.—Painting.

STAND 5, BATH ROOM:—
Garlick & Co.—Bath and Fittings.
Johnson & Phillips.—Geyser.

STAND 6. BED ROOM:—

Raval & Co.—Flooring Tiles.

Gillanders & Arbuthnot & Con.—
Painting.

Allwyn & Co.—Steel Furniture.

Eastern Electric Light & Power
Co.—Electrical Fittings.

Eastern Watch Co.—Electrical
Clock.

STAND 7, NURSERY:—
Spencer & Co., Ltd.—Complete
Furnishing. etc.

STAND 8. SHOP.

STAND 9. OFFICE ROOM:—
Mody & Co.—Partitions, ‘
Raval & Co.—Flooring Tiles.
Godrej & Boyce Co.—Steel Furni-

ture,
Continental Typewriter Co,~Typa-

Suite and

LIST OF EXHIBITORS
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_ write? and Lighting,
STAND 10,  BED ROOM:—
Godrej & Boyee Co.—Stesl Fur-
_fiture, ,
New Bra & Co,—Paintings,
B}}arat Tiles & Marble Co.—Floox-
ng. .
STAND 11, SODA FOUNTAIN!—
Bharat Tiley & Marble Co.—May-
ble Steps, Hinish in Colourex
and Counter in Feather Crate.
Monp;ntxi, Ltd,—Cold Drink Hquip-
ments,

STAND 12, OFFIOR ROOMi==
Spenaer & Co.==Furniture,
Allwyn & Co.—Furniture,

C. J. Shah & Co.-Typewriter.

STAND 13, DRAWING ROOM ;=
Garlick & Co.==Flooring Tiles,
Moderna . —Futniture. ,
Gillanders & Arbuthnot & CQo,,

Ltd.—Painting.

STAND 14, BED ROOM:—
Raval & Co,~Floorinlg Tiles,
Ralabhal Karsandas & Son.=<Plage

ter of Paris Celling.
Mitha & Co.—Furniture,
Machine,
QGillanders & Arbuthnot, Ltd,-
Painting .

STAND 15. LIBRARY -
Moderna. -~Furniture.
Jame Jamshed.—New Papers,

STAND 16, FILM STUDIO:«
Fazalbhoy, Ltd.-—Studio Scene und
Studio Equipments Complete,

STAND 17. TERRACE GARDEN i~
Gannon Dunkerly & Co., Ltd, e

Sewing

Floor, Parapet and Shingled -in ]

Gardens.

Army & Navy Stores,
niture.

Victoria Garden,--Plants.

STAND 18, LOBBY:—
M. 8. Kopli & Co.--China Mosalc
¥loor.

STAND 19. HOSPITAL:—
Maigham Bros.—Operation 'Thea.
tre Equipments Complete.
New Era & Co.—Painting.
STAND 20. GARAGE!—
Yahya & Co.--Rolling Shutter
Door, Car.
STAND 21. LOUNGI =~
Bhagwandas A. Bhawsar.—Furnf-
ture and Furnishings Complete.
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lic; there will further be no
“Strong Room’” and “Sound Room,”
but the whole of that space will
be occupied with a Terrace Garden;
2 modern garage will occupy the
space marked ‘petrol pump,” and
finally a modefn “lounge” ig in~’
cluded in the ares -marked on the
right hand lower part of the plan.

Bo that ag we enter we have a
Lobby and Cloak Room facing us,
followed by (on our right hand)
8 modern Drawing room and Din-
ing room in some delicate shages
of colour. Next comes a complete.
all-electric Kitchen and Bathroom,
with the necessary equipment and
materials.. As we are about to turn
the corner we have a Bedroom on
our right and a Nursery facing us.
The right hand wall, as we: furn,
Is occupied with a gallery of archi-
tects’ drawings, designs, and- pho-
tos of work whioh has been exe~
cuted, and here we can have an
Impresslon of that which India’s
architects are striving for. On our
left we have, 'In order, a modetn .
Shop, an Office, and another Bed-
room, and then (could -anything bé
more modern?).a Soda Fountain
‘and Milk Bar. There are moye
architectural - plans, designs, and
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photos on our right as we follow:

Office faces us. We turn right once
more and have a . Drawing room

right

what can perhaps be ‘best deseribed
as “A Fllm Studlo—ancient and
modern settings.” Any information
a8 to the exhibition, ‘'the wvarious
rooms and firms and . products
W'hich are being exhibited will be
given in the rear verandah of the
building, which -is to- our left as
we pass along. - -Then follows &
Roof -Garden, with materinls: shows
ing  how such things are really
made waterproof, to our left as we
turn the corner and continue. We
then turn left once more. and view
the ‘1ast exhibitof all; a Lounge not
originaily marked on the plan,

Interest

. Mhereis
exhibition for
alett member of the publle, the
commerein]l man, the arehitect. To
anyone whose interest ies in the
soelal and technieal (and not meraly

the ‘“one-way” traffic, then another|.

Something of E'vgrybddé’s

fplentynf nterest tn this |
or the hotiseholder, the

in the' verbal) development of &
country, there is  something of
import here, We can only. hope
‘that not. all exhibitions conducted

“| by the Institute of Indian ~ Archie
“-|teets will' be conducted quite 80
‘.1much under a bushel (as it were),
“kbut ‘that this, which deserves at

least  to be a yearly fixture in -
Bombay, will get its prop@r recoge

and another Bedroom still on our.|
hand a8 we pass -along, | .
followed by a Home Library . and:|*

S Seoretary, .

nition ‘and the publielty it dessrves,
Progress could thus beeome marks -

ed and rapld year by year,
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Readymoney Mansion, Churchgate Street.
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FOR - BETTER STEEL FURNITURE

made on the most modem designs édmbipea;wi%h" unéure

. pdssed strength they stand in a class by themselves,

With all the charmn of modern furniture Allwyn" Steel
furniture -offers the unique advantages of being burglars

proof,  fireproof.

Before you buy erdinery furniture it

will pay you to find out all about Allwyn'steel equipment

for the home, office, etc.

'u

ALLWYN STEEL EQUIPMENT CO, LTD,

BOMBAY. .
HJOWROOMS:
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